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In this special issue we collected six reviews and nine research articles describing studies using animals as disease models. In particular, you will read about the development and use of animal models for new therapeutic strategies, as well as for the development of the scientific understanding, related to different human pathologies, including cancer, autism, osteoarthritis, cardiovascular diseases, secondary lymphedema, metabolic syndrome, and abnormal scarring. A new promising therapy for the autism is reviewed by A. C. Santini et al. who describe the treatment with the NMDAR glycine site against GLYX-13 for the therapy in autistic children, whereas the metabolic syndrome is the topic of V. Venkatesan et al. who evaluate the pancreatic features in a peculiar obese rat model (WNIN/Ob), showing that several cofounding factors in the pancreatic milieu take part to a profound state of inflammation in pancreas, leading to the onset of obesity/insulin resistance, which get worsened with age.
Finally, three papers describe animal models for three different human pathologies: B. the opportunity to investigate structural and functional benefits of disease modifying strategies.
We hope that the articles in this special issue will be of interest to the scientific community, providing new elements for the study and treatment of some human diseases.
Lastly, we would like to thank all the authors for their efforts and all the reviewers for their critical notes useful to improve the papers.
Monica Fedele Oreste Gualillo Andrea Vecchione

